[Miliary tuberculosis of the liver as a cause of septic shock with multi-organ failure].
A woman aged 63 presented with septic fever, followed by hepatocellular jaundice. Viral hepatitis was ruled out by serologic tests, but no definite diagnosis could be made. Due to severe disturbance of the plasmatic coagulatory system and a serum bilirubin level above 4 mg/dl, a liver biopsy was not performed. The patient had a persistent septicemia refractory to Imipenem. In spite of intensive care measures, the patient died of disseminated intravascular coagulation and multiorgan failure caused by septic shock. The correct diagnosis of miliary tuberculosis was made only post mortem by histopathological examination of liver specimens and confirmed by detection of Mycobacterium tuberculosis DNA in the patient's liver by polymerase chain reaction.